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Area  Office, 

Health  Clinic, 

Rowlands  Hill, 
Wimborne . 

Dorset 


Mr.  Chairman  and  G-entlemen, 

I  present  my  Annual  Report  for  1969* 

In  my  last  Annual  Report  I  commented  that  the  practice  of 
commencing  with  mention  of  notifiable  diseases  was  becoming  doubtfully 
justifiable.  This  comment  can  be  made  with  greater  conviction  this  year 
especially  in  view  of  the  fact  that  1969  should  have  been  a  vintage  year  for 
measles.  It  is  of  course  only  a  few  specified  diseases  which  are 
notifiable,  the  main  mass  of  disease  is  not,  but  nevertheless  as  an 
indication  of  morbidity  amongst  children  in  particular  the  statistics 
on  notifiable  diseases  speak  volumes.  The "umbrella"  over  the  children 
grows  bigger  and  bigger;  there  can  be  very  few  parents  who  would  not  be  very 
shocked  to  see  a  list  of  notifiable  diseases  which  even  a  small  urban  district 
would  have  produced  about  the  year  1900.  It  is  very  desirable  to  remind 
ourselves  that  although  much  of  this  enormous  benefit  is  established  and 
unlikely  to  be  lost  except  due  to  some  unthinkable  catastrophe  such  as  H 
bomb  warfare,  some  of  it  still  depends  upon  hard  routine  slogging,  especially 
in  the  sphere  of  immunisation. 

People  have  short  memories. 

There  were  many  incidents  in  England  and  Wales  during 
the  summer  of  persons  visiting  exotic  places  and  returning  with  more  than 
suntan.  They  had  in  fact  been  infected  with  salmonella  organisms,  others 
had  caught  or  narrowly  missed  typhoid.  People  are  becoming  more  and  more 
venturesome  in  their  choice  of  holidays  and  the  continent  of  Africa  has  not 
lost  its  mysterious  fascination.  Holidays  in  North  Africa  are  in 
current  vogue,  and  there  are  already  signs  of  travel  agents  putting  forward 
suggestions  for  venturing  farther  south  in  that  Continent  and  also  farther 
east  into  Asia  Minor.  It  cannot  be  stressed  too  much  that  disease  is  still 
rife  in  these  places,  much  of  it  quite  beyond  the  knowledge  and  experience 
of  most  holiday  makers  and  travel  agents  have  a  duty  to  their  clients  to 
warn  them  of  the  risks  they  run  in  entering  the  tropics.  Malaria  is  only 
one  of  the  diseases  they  must  take  very  seriously. 


It  has  been  reliably  estimated  that  between  now  and  the 
year  2000  AD  the  demand  for  water  in  the  British  Isles  will  double,  and  many 
authorities  face  a  serious  problem  in  this  context,  the  re-circulation  of 
sewage  has  even  been  mentioned,  and  many  water  supplies  have  for  years  been 
extracted  from  sewage  polluted  primary  supplies. 
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We  are  therefore  doubly  fortunate  in  this  area  to  have  such  good  primary 
sources  of  water  and  moreover  plenty  of  it.  This  has  been  exemplified  by  the 
advancement  during  the  year  of  Bournemouth  Water  Company’s  unmanned, 
automatically  operated  new  works  at  Horton,  capable  of  placing  5y  million 
gallons  per  day  of  good  quality  water  into  supply.  This  station  is 
continuously  monitored  from  the  main  works  twelve  miles  away,  messages  being 
transmitted  by  cable  laid  with  the  new  main.  Further  extraction  from 
the  same  area  is  possible  and  there  are  no  foreseeable  anxieties  about 
satisfaction  of  demand  for  water  for  many  years  to  come. 

An  analysis  of  the  new  supply  is  given  later  in  this  report.  It  has  only 
one  deficiency,  and  that  of  course  is  its  fluoride  content. 

The  fluoride  controversy  bears  close  similarities  to  that  which 
attended  the  proposed  introduction  of  pasteurisation  of  milk  during  the  1930’s. 
Almost  everyone  now  gratefully  accepts  pasteurised  milk  and  one  feels 
confident  that  in  the  future  fluoridation  of  water  will  be  accepted  just  as 
freely.  I  cannot  in  the  meantime  resist  quoting  a  passage  by  Professor 
Sir  Graham  Wilson,  formerly  Director  of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service 
and  an  eminent  scientist,  in  his  book  on  ,:The  Pasteurisation  of  Milk”  1942 
(Edward  Arnold  and  Co.):- 

’’Unfortunately  pasteurisation  is  a  subject  on  which  many  people  find  it 
difficult  to  form  an  unbiased  judgement.  It  is  not  infrequently  regarded 
with  such  intense  prejudice  that  no  reasoned  statement  of  the  evidence  is 
listened  to,  much  less  given  adequate  consideration.  This  attitude  is  the 
direct  antithesis  of  that  usually  adopted  by  scientific  workers,  namely  that 
of  a  dispassionate  revi ew  of  the  whole  of  the  available  evidence  with 
conclusions  expressed  in  the  form  of  cautious  understatement.  In  view 
of  this  difference  in  mental  approach,  it  is  useless  for  men  of  science  to 
expect  that  a  careful  presentation  of  the  facts  will  make  any  impression 
on  the  minds  of  those  who,  whether  from  unreasonable  conviction  or  from  a 
repressed,  suspicion  of  the  weakness  of  their  own  case,  are  prepared  to  resort 
to  half-truths,  unverifiable  assertions,  or,  as  experience  lias  shov/n,  actual 
falsehoods  in  support  of  their  contentions.  No  matter  how  clear  and  well 
documented  the  evidence  may  be,  there  are  always  those  whom  Shakespeare  must 
have  in  mind  when  he  made  Cicero  say:- 

’*Men  may  const  me  things  after  their  fashion,  clean  from  the  purpose  of  the 
things  themselves.” 

How  perfectly  these  words  fit  the  subject  of  fluoridation?!. 


Also  in  the  abave  book,  Sir  G-raham  Y/ilson  quoted  the  late  eminent  scientist, 
Sir  Edward  Mellanby  who  said  in  the  Report  of  the  Medical  Research  Council 
for  1937  -8:- 


”Ib  is  not  the  duty  of  the  Medical  Research  Council  to  guide  the  public  on 
the  importance  of  medical  discovery  in  its  practical  applications  to  human 
needs „  Their  task  is  wholly  to  promote  discovery,  and  to  announce  it  to  the 
world  when  it  is  made.  They  cannot  but  view  with  regret,  however,  the  delay 
which  so  often  occurs  between  medical  discovery  and  its  application,  especially 
when  the  discovery  is  one  that  provides  an  immediate  opportunity  of 
preventing  or  even  eliminating  disease.  What  the  ultimate  solution  of  this 
difficulty  wrill  be  is  not  obvious,  but  with  the  present  increase  in  knowledge 
of  method  of  preventing  disease,  a  better  method  of  informing  and  educating  the 
public  becomes  imperative.” 

We  do  not  seen  to  have  found  it  yet 
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luring  the  year  I  placed  before  the  Council  a  report  upon  a  survey  of 
cream  samples  taken  in  East  Dorset,  a  copy  of  which  appears  on  a  later  page. 

The  large  and  medium  size  firms  were  producing  a  good  product  but  certain 
smaller  dairies  were  producing  a  product  which  regularly  contained  fairly 
high  numbers  of  faecal  (type  l)  coliform  organisms.  This  report  stimulated 
publicity  in  press  and  television,  and  I  was  struck  by  the  difficulty  of  advising 
housewives  in  general  terms  what  product  to  buy,  one  obviously  could  not  mention 
individual  products,  and  I  felt  that  the  housewife  had  of  necessity  to  be  left 
largely  in  the  dark.  The  remedy  for  this  lies  in  enforceable  regulations  based 
upon  accurate  labelling  requirements  as  to  the  nature  of  the  process  used,  e.g. 
pasteurisation  of  the  original  milk  or  of  the  cream  itself,  or  sterilisation  of 
the  latter  product.  Enforceable  requirements  of  this  nature  depend  upon  the 
existence  of  analytical  and  bacteriological  procedures  capable  of  verifying  the 
claims  on  the  label,  and  once  this  step  has  been  taken  the  housewife  will  be  able 
to  make  an  intelligent  choice  of  product  in  the  knowledge  that  the  label  meant 
what  it  said!  The  more  important  analytical  and  bacteriological  procedures 
are  already  satisfactorily  worked  out  and  yet  another  survey  is  currently  being 
conducted  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  on  cream. 

There  seems  no  doubt  that  regulations  will  soon  be  applied  and  that  they  are 
overdue.  The  medium  and  large  firms  will  welcome  regulations  requiring 
standards  which  they  already  observe.  It  remains  only  to  add  that  some  months 
after  my  report  to  Council  a  leading  article  in  the  B.M.J,  on  bacteria  in  cream 
reassured  me  as  to  the  correctness  of  my  views,  in  the  expression  of  which  I 
was  obviously  in  good  company!. 


At  the  risk  of  vexation  by  quotation  here  is  another  which  I  could  not 
resist,  this  time  culled  from  an  article  by  Professor  C.R.  Lowe  in  the  B.M.J. 
early  in  1969:- 

"throughout  the  country  every  morning  the  x?alls  of  bedrooms  and  bathrooms 
reverberate  to  the  dawn  chorus  of  our  smokers  as  they  light  up  the  first 
cigarette  of  the  day  to  help  them  on  their  way  to  work  and,  for  a  substantial 
proportion  of  them  on  their  way  to  disablement  and  premature  death. 

At  a  conservative  estimate,  probably  three  quarters  of  the  toll  of  32,000,000 
working  days  and  30,000  lives  taken  each  year  by  bronchitis  is  attributable 
to  the  cigarette. " , 


Conservation  year  seems  a  very  appropriate  tirod  to  refer  again  to  the 
Council’s  plans  for  making  the  centre  of  Wimborne  a  pedestrian  precinct,  thereby 
ridding  the  air  in  the  main  shopping  centre  of  engine  fumes  and  noise  and  removing 
the  danger  from  vehicles  to  shoppers,  especially  children.  One’s  imagination 
conjures  up  a  pleasing  vista  of  the  square  without  roads  or  kerbs,  attractively 
paved,  perhaps  some  flower  beds,  seats,  covered  walks,  a  few  plane  trees,  and  who 
knows  perhaps  some  cafe  tables  under  bright  sunshades  in  suitable  weather?. 

Wimborne  is  already  a  very  attractive  little  town  but  could  become  a  quite  note¬ 
worthy  showpiece  of  good  planning  in  the  Buchanan  era. 

This  project  has  been  held  up  by  difficulties  outside  the  Council’s  jurisdiction 
involving  part  of  the  internal  relief  road  which  was  cocooned  in  a  legal  web  during 
I969,  but  it  is  profoundly  to  be  hoped  that  the  resolution  of  these  difficulties 
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will  enable  the  Council  to  go  ahead,  and  to  produce  an  oasis  free  from  the  tyranny 
of  the  internal  combustion  engine. 


There  folio?;  the  customary  statistics  and  the  annual  report  of  the  public 
health  inspector  -  Mr.  F.  Caddick. 


JULY  1970 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


SECTION  A 


Area  in  Acres . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  653 

Population  as  estimated,  by  Registrar  General . . . . . .  .4,44-0 

Estimated  number  of  inhabited  houses  at  31/12/69.  .1,539 

Rateable  value  at  1st  April,  1969 . . . . £247,895 

Estimated  product  of  Id  rate  on  1st  April,  1969.. . .  £960 


AS  SUPPLIED  : 

BIRTHS . 

Total  number  registered 
Stillbirths  registered. 
DEATHS 

Total  number  registered 


Standardised  Birth  Rate* 
Standardised  Death  Rate. 


COMPARABILITY  FACTORS. 


IY  THE  REGISTRAR  GENERAL 


Total.  Males. 

....  k2  37 

....  1  1 

Male  s . 

34 

Wimbome  Urban 
District^ 

23.6 

12.2 


Total  -  Females 


47 


England  & 
Wales. 

16.3 

11.9 


Females. 

40 

Administrative 

Baawar  .  -  >  ■> «  r*.  *■  -  -jt- tri  ■  -g-.  ^x£.\-j^=a 

County 

tty  aatts  -*s— jfeo 

16 .  8 

10.  7 


Births 

Deaths 


1.18 

0.73 


SECTION  B 


AMBULANCE  FACILITIES 

The  Ambulance  Service  is  provided  by  the  Dorset  County  Council. 

Control  is  centralised  in  Dorchester  and  the  service  operates  from 
the  Ambulance  Station  in  Hanham  Road. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  LABORATORY 

This  is  now  attached  to  the  new  hospital  in  Poole,  and  provides  an 
excellent  free  service  for  the  bacteriological  examination  of  human 
specimens,  food,  milk  and  water. 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  SERVICES. 

The  CountyCsuncil  provided  an  Infant  Welfare  Clinic  in  Wimborne  every 
fortnight.  This  is  held  at  the  Health  Clinic,  Rowlands  Hill. 

HOME  HELP  SERVICE. 

A  local  organiser  for  the  Urban  and  Rural  Districts  of  Wimborne  attends 
to  the  detailed  administration  of  this  valuable  service  which  has  grown 
steadily  since  its  inception.  The  organiser  is  based  at  the  Ferndown 
Health  Clinic  and  may  be  telephoned  from  9  to  10.30  a.m.  from  Monday 
to  Friday. 


SECTION  C 

PREVALENCE  OF  _INFECTI0US_ 

^IfSEASESj 

No  infectious  disease  was  notified  during  the  year. 


TUBERCULOSIS 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  number  of  cases  in  the  Tuberculosis  Register 
were  as  follows:- 


PULMONARY  '  ‘  N0N-PULM0NARY 

Males . ...... ...... .  7  Males . . 

Females . ..................  4  Females . 


Nil 

1 


9 


CREAMS  EXAMINED  IN  BOSCOMBE  LABORATORY  on  behalf  of  the  Wimborne  and 

•-  »  mj  tr.imr  -0  .■». rat.  ■st-^^riz^=rMr.  j-g— — r .  ar  —  - -_sg-- - n r. — ^rtg«r-  a-x  — -jt,  rjr -  _st  <■■  ■  r.WW.M*n»g-  im«rrj-«.  — y:.~  -a  yjpt- A.^.-fcrr.rga*r-»> 

Cranborne  Jftural  Distri ct .  (19 69 ) 


NATURE  OF  SAMPLES.  METHYLENE  BLUE  TEST  RESULTS. 

^  Grade^  No .  eg" 

Double  Cream. . . 43  1  22  36 

Clotted . 14  2  8  13 

Whipping . . .  2  3  2  3.3 

Cream. . . 1  4  29  48 

Frozen  Cream. ............  1 


TOTAL 


61 


Numbers  and  Percentage  of  Creams  Yielding: 


NO  COLIFORMS . 


NON-SPECIFIC  COLIFORMS.  FAECAL  COLIFORMS 

In  0.1  ml. _  w  In  0.01ml.  In_  p.l^  ml^. ^  In_ 0.01^  ml 


14  4  7 

23%  11.5 % 


- 


■ 

. 


■ 


Cl 


11.77 


4.23 


THE  BOURNEMOUTH  AND  DISTRICT  WATER 

■  r grryuy  i:-.x rjr-c-’SK.rrifc-at.  -  -ca-.;*— -ji  -a 

COMPANY 


1  *  -  _-*-r ;  JSL~ 


~K  f  rf  i-iticss 


trtii.  *:-*.  r^'- -*•  US'-! 


Mineral  Analysis 
PARTS  PER  MILLION. 

tyj.'r-r.  - •*£:  *.  TH  -ty-  - -vgtcy^r  ~ :  .att-mfg.  vr.  JBa.- a 


1  jtt  _j- a 


<!--.•  rs!*uaf  JT ■  -te if.vjt.-  iTJ> 


-  C=ar-3  JMT3 


|  ^rar.cr*i-rrjr  -  r 


=f=r*r  :-*=L  --*v  --rut.  c-T-^ — =i*5r=*^-at-— 


NO. 


12.59 


12.21 


S10 


3 


- 


5.41 


0.78 


Probable  Combinations. 


Calcium  Carbonate. 
n  Sulphate. 

,r  Chloride » 

,f  Nitrate . 


Magnesium  Carbonate 
”  Sulphate 

"  Chloride. 


»i 


Nitrate 


Sodium  Carbonate. 
,f  Sulphate 
,f  Chloride 
M  Nitrate . 

"  Silicate. 


Potassium  Carbonate. 
{f  Sulphate. 

!!  Chloride 

ff  Nitrate 

M  Silicate. 


210.00 

12.75 

18.42 


5*68 

15.04 


16.73 

8.69 


1.58 


Other  Silicates  as  S10 


Ferric^xidgj. 
^Total  Solids  dried  at  180  C 


5.1  0 

0_.0I 

301.00 


t 

» 


VACCINATION  AND  BMJNISATION 
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POLI OMYELITI S  DIPHTHERIA . 


P. 


R.  P. 


R, 


STATISTICS. 
TETANUS .  iTOOPING- 
P.  R.  COUCH 

CT^r  acs?  jer.-acr-.ry-  r-» 

. —  p> 


SMALLPOX . 


P. 


R. 


MEASLES . 


.  -  * -Jc.r.<a; 


35 


147 .  40 


77  45  115 

P  =  Primary 


39  26  29  3 

R  =  Re-inforcing 


30 


SECTION 

statistical” "tables  -  1969 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH, 


Malignant  neoplasm, stomach. . 

Malignant  neoplasm,  intestine. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 
Malignant  neoplasm,  breast. ....... 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus.. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  prostate... 

Other  malignant  neoplasms. 

Other  endocrine  etc.,  diseases.... 

Other  diseases  of  nervous  system,  etc.. 
Chronic  rheumatic  heart  disease.. 
Hypertensive  disease... 

Ischaemic  heart  disease. 

Other  forms  of  heart  disease.. 
Cerebrovascular  disease. 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system. 
Pneumonia. . . 

Bronchitis  and  emphysema. 

Peptic  ulcer . 

Other  diseases  of  digestive  system.. 
Congenital  anomalies. ............... 

Birth  injury,  difficult  labour  etc.. 

All  other  accidents. . . . .  . . 

Suicide  and  self-inflicted  injuries. 


000090000009000000000000090 


0*000000900000000000000  *9 


©oooocooo# 


000000000099 


<900*0#©»#####oc*000c00000®« 


00009090*00099009900009 


000000000006000000*000000000 


60000000000000000000 


00*0000000000000 


COOOOO0COO6COOO  0.  0  0  0  0*0 


00000000000000000000000000000009 

0000000000000000000000*00000000 


090000000000000000000000 


OOO0O0  000000900000000 


000*0900 


000900000009900000 


00009000000900999000009099000*090 


000*9900 


00000000000000000*000000090900 


0000000000009000000000000000000000*009 


0  0  0  9 


o  o  o  e  o  o 


MALE 


3 

1 


1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

10 

2 

5 

3 


1 

1 

2 


0  0  9  0  0  0  O0O  00000000009 


FEMALE . 

1 
1 
1 

4 
1 

1 
1 

3 

1 

4 

4 

5 
2 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 

4 
1 


TOTAL  ALL  CAUSES . . 


ooooo©©o©oqooooooooo«ooo©o©oooooooooq  o 


34 


40 
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REPORT  OF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR  AND  HOUSING-  MANAGER 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1969 
VISITS  MADS  MD  NOTICES  SERVED: 

The  following  Table  gives  the  visits  made  for  public  health  purposes 
and  the  Notices  served  during  the  year.  Mr.  Dennis  was  appointed  Technical 
Assistant  in  my  Department  as  from  1st  July.  Much  of  his  work  was  of  a 
public  health  character  and  the  visits  shown  below  include  those  which  he 
carried  out. 


PURPOSES  OF  VISITS  NUMBER  OF  NOTICES  SERVED 

VISITS  INFORMAL  STATUTORY 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS: 

Complaint  Nuisance  investigations: 

(a)  Investigations 

(b)  follow'  up  visits 
Dustbin  inspections 

Refuse  Collection  investigations 

Refuse  Disposal  matters 

Accumulation  of  refuse 

Street  Cleaning 

Public  Conveniences 

Ponds  Ditches  and  Streams 

Drainage 

Sewers  and  Pumping  Stations 
Visits  re  water  samples 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT: 

Food  Inspections 
Food  Premises  inspected 
Food  Complaint  investigations 
Visits  re  food  sampling 
Food  Poisoning  investigations 
Market  and  Stalls  inspections 


45 

15 


31 

3 

28 

3 

1 

82 

23 

12 


14 

15 

4 

16 

5 
2 


OFFICES  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES 

ACT: 

General  inspections  80 

Re  visits  48 


41 

1 

3 


1 

1 

4 


24 


HOUSING 
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PURPOSES  OF  VISITS 

NUMBER  OF 

YTSTTS 

NOTICES 
.   TNWJRMAT. 

SERVED 

STATUTORY 

HOUSING  ACTS: 

Inspections 

7 

Clearance  Area  visits 

24 

12 

Improvement  Grant  visits 

9 

Demolition  Control 

8 

1 

Estate  Management 

397 

PEST  ACT: 

Rodents 

11 

1 

Other  Pests 

39 

PETROLEUM  ACTS 

8 

2 

CLEM  AIR  ACTS 

3 

1 

FACTORIES  ACTS 

4 

1 

FARMS 

3 

FIRE  ESCAPE 

3 

1 

TOTALS : 

1144 

85 

15 

NUISMCES : 

There  has  been  nothing  of  a  major  nature  except  for  the  offensive 
odours  from  the  stream  at  Walford.  This  was  due  to  effluent  from  a  farm 
flowing  into  the  surface  water  sewer  and  the  above  stream.  Informal  Notices 
were  served  requiring  this  to  cease  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  arrangements 
we re  in  hand  for  tanks  to  be  used  to  contain  the  effluent  for  disposal  on  the 
land.  It  is  yet  to  be  seen  how  successful  this  proves  to  be. 

REFUSE  COLLECTION  MD  DISPOSAL: 

Storage:  Forty  one  notices  either  for  the  replacement  of  defective 
dustbins  or  in  a  few  cases  of  trading  premises  to  increase  the  storage 
capacity  were  served.  The  Council  has  discussed  the  paper  sack  system  on 
several  occasions  but  the  costs  of  such  a  scheme  has  inhibited  any  action. 

Refuse  Collection:  This  is  done  by  the  skep  system.  The  use  of  paper 

sacks  would  be  more  hygienic  and  involve  less  effort.  Although  it  would  save 

some  labour  it  would  be  more  costly.  ¥e  should  need  approximately  117,  000 
sacks  per  year.  Buying  them  in  10,000  lots  these  would  run  at  £2135  per 
year.  The  holders  are  about  50/-  each. 

A  complete  check  of  premises  has  been  made  for  putting  the  bonus 
system  on  a  more  precise  basis.  The  checks  and  calculations  are  still 

proceeding 
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proceeding.  The  whole  town  is  cleared  by  one  team  of  three  men  including 
the  loader  driver.  At  the  time  of  the  count  there  were  1977  premises  cleared 
of  2243  bin  loads. 

Refuse  Disposal:  Poole  continues  to  take  our  refuse  for  disposal  in  the 
pulveriser.  The  cost  of  this  is  rising  considerably.  A  working  party  is 

considering  refuse  disposal  for  the  area  as  a  whole.  There  have  been  some 
difficulties  about  delivery  to  Poole  but  an  alternative  has  not  been  found. 

If  a  regional  system  of  disposal  could  be  found  under  the  aegis  of  a 
National  Disposal  Agency  it  would  be  possible  by  pulverisation  and  composting 
to  return  a  lot  of  the  country’ s  refuse  to  the  land,  and  would  also  allow  land 
reclamation  to  be  directed  where  it  was  most  needed  for  national  purposes 
including  filling  for  road  and  airport  purposes.. 

The  weight  and  volume  of  refuse  continues  to  grow.  ..In  the  last  five  year; 
(i.e.  1964  -  1969)  it  has  gone  from  an  average  of  20  tons  per  week  to  an 
average  of  25.  The  bulk  has  increased  very  much  more  as  was  noted  in  the 
latest  Ministry  Report.  This  arises  because  refuse  tends  to  contain  less  ash 
and  more  paper,  due  to  the  great  increase  in  packaging  material  and  modern 
dwellings  having  no  fires  suitable  for  burning  rubbish  at  home.  A  national 
policy  seems  to  be  needed  to  reduce  the  quantity  of  refuse  at  the  source. 
Excessive  use  of  packing  material  of  which  there  are  numerous  examples  ought 
to  be  forbidden  or  the  firms  using  it  charged  with  the  cost  -  a  selective 
excessive  packing  charge.  A.nd  dwellings  without  fireplaces  ought  to  be 
required  to  have  a  small  wall  mounted  electric  or  gas  smokeless  incinerator. 

POOD  CONTROL: 

The  following  quantities  of  food  were  condemned  as  unfit  for  use: 


Cwts.  Qrs.  Libs. 
Carcass  meat  2  10 
Cooked  Meat  and  Meat  Products  2  22 
Canned  Meats  19 
Other  canned  foods  1  1  21 
Other  foods  2  15 


Pood  Complaints:  These  were  few  in  number.  The  two  worst  were  (i)  wasps 
embedded  in  a  doughnut  and  ( ii)  moulds  in  Cream  Dessert.  In  the  latter  case 
8  samples  of  cream  products  were  taken  and  submitted  for  bacterial  examination. 
All  were  satisfactory. 


POOD 
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Pood  Poisoning:  Investigations  were  made  into  the  sale  of  knackers  meat  as 
pet  food  and  also  into  the  distribution  of  such  meat  from  the  town  over  a  wide 
area,  owing  to  its  being  suspected  as  the  source  of  salmonella  infection.  The 
Council  made  representations  to  the  Ministry  supporting  the  case  for  compulsory 
sterilisation  of  knackers  meat.  This  is  now  an  official  requirement. 

CONTROL  OF  PLACES  OP  EMPLOYMENT : 

Shops,  Offices  and  Railway  Premises  Act  1963. 

The  employment  of  a  technical  assistant  has  at  last  allowed  this  work 
to  go  ahead.  The  number  of  visits  are  shown  on  the  Table  on  page  12.  Notices 
for  contraventions  were  served  in  2A  cases.  An  analysis  of  contraventions  is 


as  follows: 

Section  A  Cleanliness  3 

Section  6  Temperature  16 

Section  7  Ventilation  3 

Section  8  Lighting  2 

Section  10  Washing  Facilities  9 

Section  13  Seating  Facilities  3 

Section  1 6  Disrepair  items  A 

Section  2A  First  Aid  9 

Registration  1 

Abstract  of  Act  8 


TOTAL:  58 


REGISTRAT  IONS  AND  GENERAL  INSPECTIONS  WERE  AS  FOLLOWS: 


CLASS  OF  PREMISES 

PREMISES  REGISTERED 
DURING  YEAR 

TOTAL  REGISTERED 
AT  END  ON  YEAR 

NO.  OF 

EMPLOYED 

PERSONS 

REGISTERED 
PREMISES  HAV¬ 
ING  GENERAL 

iNsaciraniEt- 

ING  YEAR 

Offices 

3 

4-8 

316 

24 

Retail  Shops 

1 

§2 

326 

36 

Wholesale  Shops  anc 

Warehouses 

5 

39 

Catering  Estab- 

lishments 

7 .  . 

33. . 

2 

TOTALS; 

k- -  -  - 

1A2 

714 

62 

FACTORIES 
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FACTORIES:  The  following  details  are  as  prescribed  for  the  Annual  Report 
of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health . 


Premises 

Number  on 
Register 

Inspections 

Number  of 

Written 

Notices 

Prosecutions 

(l)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1, 2,3,4  and 

6  are  enforceable  by 
Local  Authorities 

41 

4 

1 

(2)  Factories  not 

included  in  above  in 
which  Section  7  is 
enforceable  by  the 
Local  Authority 

. 3.  . 

TOTAL: 

44 

4 

1 

— 

Defects: 


Particulars 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found 

Prosecutions 

X  .v 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 

to  H.M.  by  H,M« 

Inspector  Inspector 

Unsuitable  sanitary 
conveniences 

1 

1 

1 

OUTWORKERS :  No  outworkers  were  reported  during  1969. 

HOUSING-:  The  eighteen  houses  in  Eden  G-rove  Clearance  Area  were  mostly 

vacated  by  the  end  of  1969.  Final  completion  of  rehousing  was  in 
February,  1970* 


IlvIFROVEl.CENTS :  Little  use  was  made  of  Improvement  Grant  procedure  during 

the  year.  There  are  signs  that  greater  interest  will  be  ta.ken  as  a.  result 
of  the  Government  publicity  over  the  new  provisions  of  the  Housing  Act  iy>9 , 

COUNCIL  HOOSIlfG:  3G  new  dwellings  have  been  provided  during  the  period* 
These  were  partly  for  the  Eden  Grove  Clearance  Area  and  partly  for  general 
needs.  The  cost  of  this  was  minimised  by  using  excessive  garden  land  on 

the  estate.  The  size  of  about  30  existing  gardens  were  reduced  from  about 

•  r,o 

^  v ' 


j.  ■  .u 

j.  ’  ■ 
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150  ft  to  10 

ft  in  depth. 

The  new  dwellings  were  commenced  in  March  and 

were  partially  completed  at 

the  end  of  the 

year. 

This  development 

was  used  to  continue  further 

the  diversification  of 

types  and  sizes  to  conform 

more  to  modern 

needs. 

The  : 

following 

Tables  show 

how  this  diversification  has  progressed  over  the  ' 

last  ten  years. 

I  BASED  ON  1 

TYPE 

Type  of  Dwelling 

i960 

1965 

1970 

Plats 

Nil 

64 

85 

Bungalows 

52 

52 

50 

Houses 

172 

205 

234- 

Old  Persons*  Homes 

16 

16 

16 

TOTALS 

240 

337 

3  85 

II  BASED  ON 

SIZE  IN 

Bedrooms 

I960 

1965 

1970 

TERMS  OP 

No . 

Approx. 

No. 

Approx.  No. 

Approx. 

NUMBER  OP 

BEDROOMS 

Bed  Sitters 

— 

— 

28 

8fo 

28 

UQ 

One  Bedroom 

18 

8f, 

52 

13% 

58 

15$ 

Two  Bedroom 

56 

23% 

80 

2h% 

118 

31% 

Three  Bedroom 

15  4 

6I4/O 

163 

k9% 

169 

44;o 

Pour  Bedroom 

12 

5% 

12 

4 ' 

12 

■ZCff 

3/0  . 

TOTALS: 

240 

100 % 

335 

100^ 

385 

10C^ 

Even  with  this  more  balanced  grouping  of  the  different  types  and 
sizes  of  dwellings  on  the  estate  many  of  the  houses  are  under-occupied. 

This  was  shown  by  a  census  carried  out  during  the  year  of  2  and  3 
bedroom  accommodation  to  determine  the  degree  of  under-occupation.  It  is 
difficult  to  define  under-occupation.  One  needs  to  assess  tenancy  require¬ 
ments  in  human  rather  than  in  mathematical  terms.  It  would  seem  reasonable 
however  to  assume  that  single  persons  occupying  two  bedroom  dwellings,  and 
of  one  or  two  persons  -  perhaps  even  three-  in  three  bedroom  houses  are 
under-occupied  and  that  these  tenants  are  encumbering  housing  accommodation 
which  could  be  used  to  better  purpose. 

The  following  Table  is  on  this  basis: 


Number 


18 


Number  of  Bedrooms  Size  of  family  unit  in  Persons 

in  dwelling  l.  2.  3.  Over  3  Persons 


PQ.ms..JQ.Qt 

returned 


Two  4.65$  43.0  2$  23 . 2.6ft  13.95$  15.12?? 

Three  1.21??  12.12$  16.36$  58.19$  12.12$ 


This  showed  that  about  5$  of  two  bedroom  accommodation  and  at 
least  13.33$  and  possibly  30$  of  3  bedroom  accommodation  could  be  classed  as 
definitely  under-occupied.  As  about  12*$  of  the  forms  were  not  returned  the 
actual  figures  of  under-occupied  dwellings  are  likely  to  be  higher.  The 
three  bedroom  figures  would  have  been  significantly  higher  had  not  a  number 
of  transfers  been  brought  about  over  the  last  8  years  by  moral  suasion  and 
by  imposing  a  new  ’Condition  of  Tenancy’ on  this  point.  Practically  all 

tenants  however  when  interviewed  are  non-cooperative  in  the  matter  of  moving 
to  smaller  accommodation. 

Condition  of  Estates:  Painting  and  repairs  are  being  maintained.  There 

has  been  some  improvement  in  relation  to  the  number  of  neglected  gardens,  but 
the  position  is  not  entirely  satisfactory.  The  parking  of  lorries,  vans  and 
cars  constitutes  an  eyesore.  More  vehicle  parks  are  needed.  T-hese  could 
be  on  spare  land  on  the  estate  and  their  presence  masked  by  screens  of 
trees.  It  could  then  be  made  compulsory  to  use  them,  instead  of  using  the 
roads  around  the  houses.  The  attractive  layout  of  Day’s  Court  is  likely  to 
be  spoiled  by  indiscriminate  parking  of  vehicles. 

Housing  Waiting  List:  The  3 0  new  dwellings  at  Day’s  Court  has  made  it 
possible  to  reduce  the  size  of  the  Waiting  List.  As  however  the  occupation 
of  these  dwellings,  although  commenced  in  December  19&9,  was  not  completed 
until  February,  197C,  the  following  notes  are  for  the  period  from  1st  January 
1969  to  31st  March,  1970. 

During  1969  there  were  eleven  vacancies  and  eight  new  houses  for 
letting.  With  these  nineteen  dwellings  25  new  tenancies  were  created, 
seven  of  them  by  transfers.  In  addition  there  were  seven  new  tenancies  by 
exchange,  totalling  32  lettings  over  the  year.  One  house  was  vacant  at  the 
end  of  the  year. 

.  UP  to  31st  March,  1970  there  were  a  further  33  3.ettings.  These 

were  by  means  of  22  new  dwellings;  4  other  vacancies;  5  transfers  and  2 
by  an  exchange. 

Leaving  out  exchanges  and  transfers  there  were  thus  45  new 
lettings  in  the  15  month  period.  The  new  tenants  were  made  up  as  follows: 


Taken 
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Taken  from  Housing  Waiting  List  36 
Slum  Clearance  cases  not  already  on  the 

Housing  List  6 
Elderly  Persons  Bungalows  1 
Special  cases  __1 


Of  the  36  cases  housed  from  the  Waiting  List 
the  following  Table  gives  the  Waiting  Time 
Involved: 


Waiting  Period  on  List  Number  of  Cases  rehoused 


Over 

10 

years 

1 

9  to 

10 

years 

1 

8  to 

9 

years 

1 

7  to 

8 

years 

1 

6  to 

7 

years 

3 

5  to 

6 

years 

6 

4  to 

5 

years 

7 

3  to 

4 

years 

10 

2  to 

1 

year 

4 

1  year 

2 

TOTAL:  36 


Those  who  waited  less  than  two  years  were  all  cases  of  filling  vacancies  in 
small  flats.  Ten  had  waited  less  than  four  years  which  means  that  at  the  end 
applications  made  early  in  1967  were  being  provided  for.  One  reason  for  this 
was  that  an  unusually  high  number  of  cases  were  taken  off  the  list.  These 
no  longer  needed  accommodation  or  had  moved  away,  there  were  31  such  cases 
which  had  been  registered  between  1965  an d  1967*  This  is  doubtless  partly 
due  to  an  improved  housing  position  generally  in  the  private  sector  in  the 
area.  The  number  on  the  list  at  the  end  of  February,  1970  v/as  117,  compared 
with  120  at  the  end  of  1968.  Only  6  have  been  on  the  list  over  4  years  and 

there  are  special  reasons  in  these  cases.  Last  year  there  were  13  cases 
which  had  been  on  the  list  more  than  4  years  and  30  the  previous  year. 

Of  those  now  listed  89^  had  been  on  the  list  for  less  than  3  years. 

These  have  not  been  checked  and  some  no  doubt  are  no  longer  valid  applications-, 
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